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Commodores Quarter Deck

Some good news is that GEMS has been kind enough to replace
the broken TV supplied by them to us last year with a brand new
one. Our thanks to them for their generosity.

In my last newsletter I mentioned that winter is well on its way.
What I did not expect was that it would come to us with such
vengeance. I have to admit that from just before Christmas until
only recently I have been in a self-imposed hibernation, not
venturing out very much except to visit the club for a hot cup of
Bovril. The bad whether has made any work on the boats in the
compound virtually impossible and no doubt has caused some
frustration but I hope the worst is behind us and that the compound
will soon be a hive of frantic activity.

Since the AGM your new General Committee has settled in well
and as ever are working extremely hard for the you and the club.
Not only are we looking after the day to day running of the club
and all its facilities but are also looking to the future to ensure the
club continues to move forward. As usual we have some major
projects, which will be undertaken this year.

Let’s hope and pray that this spring, summer and autumn are
kinder to us than they have been in recent years so that we may
have a long and enjoyable sailing season this year.
Usually, by now, we would have been on the coldest cruise of the
year to the Medway in February. However, with the weather being
so bad and some of the hardiest in the club having other
commitments such as staying warm and dry, the cruise did not go
ahead. Discretion is always the better part than valour.
For the Bar, we have just completed a price review with our
suppliers for all the bar drinks and have kept as tighter reign as
possible on our buying in costs but this still means we have an
increase to put on most beers as all the prices from our suppliers
have increased. However, there is better news for bottled
alcoholic drinks, spirits and soft drinks. There is a small trend for a
decrease in prices. Some have increased but more have
decreased. There will no doubt be another pricing change when
the Chancellor announces his budget. I will be amazed if the drinks
sector is not hit with yet another tax increase.

There is the replacement of the floating ramps and pontoon for
launching dinghies, which has already been started and hopefully
will be complete before the sailing season starts. This project has
been partially funded by a grant of £4000 from Essex County
Council to whom we are extremely grateful.
The paving around the east and south side of the club will be taken
up and totally relayed to once again make it level.
The pavers at the club entrance will also be taken up and relayed
to finally solve the problem of the puddles appearing when ever it
rains.
We will be installing CCTV security cameras around outside of the
club. The plan is for not only the cameras to record all events but
also to have real time viewing so that the security of the club can
be monitored at any chosen time.
We are also looking to have the Main Bar decorated and have the
carpets cleaned. This will complete the program of redecorating
the internal part of the club.

The new storage racking is now complete in the cellar but
unfortunately the glass washer decided to give up the ghost and so
we have had to purchase a new one.

As I mentioned in the last news letter there are several projects we
are starting to look at for the creek and to that effect the Creek Sub
Committee has met and have laid down some outline plans for us
to go forward with.
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There are still some investigations to be completed as far
preliminary costs and possible sourcing but I hope by the next
newsletter there will be more detail and consolidated plans to go
forward with and that we have opened negotiations with the
relevant authorities such as the PLA and Natural England.

It was at times a heated meeting with strong comments and points
being put forward by us and Rob Scriven of Benfleet especially
covering insurance, policing, enforcement and safety.

There is an issue, which has reared its ugly head with regard to jet
skis or pwc’s.

Our concerns and objections were noted and some specific
suggestions were accepted by the PLA and Essex Police but there
was no doubt in our minds that both the PLA and Essex Police
support this proposal of Smallgains Marina and I see no way we
will stop it.

Our neighbours, Smallgains Marina, intend to open up their facility
as a launch site for jet skis and speedboats up to 16 feet long. The
first I heard of this was from an article in a local paper and to say I
was very concerned would be an understatement. We as a club
and neighbours had not been informed or invited to make any
comment on their plans.
Following our monthly General Committee meeting it was
unanimously agreed that representation should be made to the
various authorities that may be involved in this scheme either now
or in the future.
Also, I brought this subject up at the Interclub meeting I regularly
attend and the response was the same.
I wrote to the Port of London Authority, the Marine and Coastguard
Agency and Essex Marine Police stating my grave concerns about
this plan regarding insurance cover, policing and enforcement and
safety and Valerie Deane has written to our Councillors both local
and Essex stating the same concerns.
Subsequently the Island Yacht Club was invited by the PLA to a
meeting at the Castlepoint Council offices to discuss our concerns.
The meeting was attended by Myself, Valerie Deane and Peter
Kimber from the club, Rob Scriven, Commodore of Benfleet Yacht
Club, Chris Argent, Rear Commodore Leigh Motorboat Club,
Simon Lofting of the Essex Police Marine Unit, Janet Fowler and
Ryan Linch of Castlepoint Council, Chris McQueen, Deputy
Harbour Master Lower Thames and John Window, Holehaven
Master from the PLA and Mick Cerson and Anton Weekes from
Smallgains Marina.
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We have been promised there will be another meeting between all
parties to discuss what progress has been made and to review if
our concerns and objections have been addressed in any way.
One of my parting comments was that the PLA and the Essex
Police have been handed an opportunity by Smallgains to solve a
problem they have had for a long time by dumping the jet ski issue
onto a party whose is willing to take it on for financial reward.
However, we as a club should ensure that all those using our
creek use it thoughtfully and safely and if issues do arise with the
launching of jet skis then we must report any problems
immediately. This is by no means the end of the contest and we
will continue to vigorously oppose this plan and ensure where
battles are not won then an acceptable comprise is found.

Here’s to a great sailing season for 2010
This is a great Club! The envy of most! Be part of it!

Good luck, good sailing, good motoring and good fishing
and whatever you are doing on the water, be safe.

Bill French - Commodore
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REMINDER 2010-2011 and
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Subscriptions and fees payable to the club must
be received by me either on or before the 31 March
2010. No individual reminders will be sent. If you
have lost the forms sent to you please let me know
by sending an e-mail or leaving a message for me
in the club or by telephone to me at home I will then
provide a duplicate form. No payment will be
accepted without the completed form.
I went to some trouble to provide forms for renewal
of membership which made it easier but all
members were asked to add the numbers of the
swipe/barrier cards they hold as we will at the end
of April cancel all cards the numbers of which have
not been given. The reason was set out in the
letter which enclosed the renewal form. Sadly
many members have not provided that detail and if
you are one of those who have not you should do
so by the end of April or you may find that your
swipe/barrier card will not work after the end of
April.
Malcolm K Hockett
Assistant Treasurer.

IYC Social Events
March
• 6th Prize Giving CCS
• 13th Race Night
• 27th Quiz Night
April
• 3rd Easter Fun Day
• 10th Fitting Out Supper
• 24 Quiz Night
May
• 1st Paul Metson Memorial Dance
• 22nd Adult Fishing Comp
• 29th Quiz Night
June
• 26th Quiz Night
July
• 10th IYC Regatta
• 24th Quiz Night

Boat Insurance ..Supporting the IYC
I am pleased to advise that our Insurance Brokers and advisors
Heath Lambert have arranged for the Club to receive 10%
commission on all new Yacht and boat policies taken out as a
result of referrals received by them from Members of the Island
Yacht Club. This means that members can now take advantage
of the very competitive rates available through Heath Lambert to
save money and the Island Yacht Club will benefit too.
Please contact: Alison Melia at Heath Lambert on 0151 227 4321
email amelia@heathlambert.com
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Please
Can you help?

Sellers - Do you have any unwanted fenders
hanging around or maybe you have a garage
full of old boat bits. Turn your unwanted
chandlery into cash. Book a pitch by emailing
admin@islandyachtclub.co.uk
or by telephoning the clubhouse
on 01268 510360 and leaving your name and
contact number for the attention of
Alison Metson.
Buyers - come along and grab yourselves a
bargain.
There will be no charge for pitches; however
a donation to the RNLI will be collected
during the morning.
Stallholders to arrive at the Island Yacht
Club from 8am.
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Have you any unwanted Christmas
gifts that would be suitable for
Tombola or Raffle prizes
(including wine)
We are collecting items for our
Summer Regatta which takes place on
10th July 2010.
If you can help in any way please
email admin@islandyachtclub.co.uk to
arrange for collection or alternatively
leave items at the clubhouse marked
‘Regatta’ for the attention of
Martin or Karen Dobbs.

Thank you.
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Mooring & Compound Committee
Fellow Members,
With the 2010 upon us the volunteers resumed work on the dinghy rack for the
Fishermans Creek moorings. This has involved the complete stripping of the rack
and decking and replacement of the rack and decking with new timbers. This
project is expected to be completed by mid March, in time for a clean up of the
yard and the spring launches.
I must remind all members that the dinghy rack on the east of the jetties is for use
by boat owners with boats on Fishermans creek ONLY! As from April 1st 2010 the
owners of dinghies/canoes stored on the rack without a vessel berthed on
Fishermans Creek will be asked to remove the dinghies to the appropriate places.
Failure to comply with this will result in the dinghies being removed to the
appropriate storage areas.
Considerable work has been carried out on the plant over the last few weeks, with
various repairs being carried out by volunteers during the week, their valuable
time and skills have again saved the Club expensive labour bills. The work has
included replacing the hydraulic pump and filters on the prime mover for the larger
lifting rig and repairing hydraulic rams on the small lifting rig. Work has also been
carried out on the crane, along with general servicing of all plant in readiness for
the spring launches, which hopefully will be trouble free.
To remind all boat owners currently laid up, the spring launch dates are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•

20th March - HW 15:09 - 5.6m
27th March - HW 10:04 - 5.4m
3rd April - HW 15:18 - 5.6m
17th April - HW 14:13 - 5.7m
1st May HW 14:14 - 5.7m

obtained from the Mooring Committee and are kept in stock. Please contact us for
your requirements and any help if needed.
Future work for the compound volunteers include levelling the walkway by the
slipway, which has subsided over the last few years. Also work to Fishermans
Creek will be carried out following a survey last year. This will be done once the
weather improves, making better working conditions.
This is your Club, we don't hire many people in to maintain it due to the time given
by the few on behalf of the many. Recently I'm happy to say we have had a few
more members starting to assist us in the compound and they've seen it's not slave
labour but tasks people are happy to do and comfortable doing. It's
always rewarding to see volunteers putting something back into the Club. Everyone
has something to offer, be it painting the clubhouse, building jetties or making the
tea on a cold day. Anyone who turns up is always welcomed and appreciated.
To quote a certain TV ad "Every little helps".
IYC Mooring and Compound Committee

Disposing of out of date flares-(TEP’s)- Time Expired Pyrotechnics
Article on RYA web site “News and Events” – “New flare disposal system Announced”
Also see MCA web site - go to “Emergency Response ”- Search & Rescue - UK Maritime
Search & Rescue - Time expired Pyrotechnics Disposal Advice.
Basically TEP’s (time expired pyrotechnics) should not be dumped in the sea, garbage or
anywhere else, including leaving them in a carrier bag outside a coast guard station. They
are dangerous and it is an offence.
Some chandlers offer to dispose of TEP’s taken in exchange for purchases of new flares,
best to phone and check if they have the facility before you buy, and dispose of your old
flares then as they probably wont accept them a month later.

To book a date please contact me no later than 3 days before the launch date you'd
like to book. Owners are kindly requested to arrive at least 3 hours before HW (1
hour before HW on the 27th March) and to assist with launches.
Following the last lift in date all vessels in the compound ex winter lift will be
charged weekly storage fees at the appropriate rate until they are launched. A point
to remember is that during the summer the volunteer work parties will be less
frequent, so launch dates during this time will be less frequent. Summer working
dates will be in the next newsletter and on posters around the Club.
Also I'd like to remind all boat owners of their responsibility to maintain the jetties
where they berth their boats. Following the winter weather and before launching it
is always worth making sure your jetty is in good condition and any repairs are
made before your boat goes back onto the berth. All timber and fixings can be
10

Otherwise the MCA may accept them, but there is only 18 Coastguard stations with the
facility and they are listed on the RYA website as above. But phone the numbers provided
on the MCA web page before you drive all the way there and make an appointment telling
them what you will be bringing so they can have things prepared. If you don’t you may just
have to drive all the way back with them as they have to be held in special containers and
if they are already full they will not take yours.
The MCA web page lists London as a contact, but the RYA does not list it as a TEP
receiving site, so you may be directed to the Coastguard station at Walton on the Naze.
Possible worth a few people getting together to share the petrol.

But whatever you do – phone and make an appointment first..
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DINGHY SECTION
Dear Dinghy Sailors
We start our Spring Series on the 28 March; however, prior to this
we have some work to do. You will all be aware our jetty recently
collapsed and Brian Keenleyside is currently busy manufacturing
the new sections.
We have a Dinghy Work Party planned for the 21st March… this
day will require all dinghy sailors to attend, with a view to
installing the new jetty sections and reinstating the floating
pontoon. No jetty, no sailing!
As always, to assist in the smooth operation of our sailing season,
please note your allocated date for support boat duty… First up is
Kevin Turner.
Just a few polite reminders…
• Please all check you have suitable insurance cover for the
coming year, you must not enter a race unless you have full
insurance cover.
• Please all check your rigging, especially if your mast has been
up all winter… shackles have a habit of working loose! Dart 15
& 18 sailors should replace all rigging after 3 seasons use.
• After launching your boat please locate your trolley near the
clubhouse away from the launching area.
• If you have a road trailer, please park your boat on it after
every race.
Happy Sailing -Clinton Turner

Rebuilding the Dinghy Jetty/Pontoon
"The dismantling of the jetty on Saturday 20th Feb went very well.
We would like to thank Alex Ardley, Nick Ardley, Dave Speechley, Ron
Beckwith, Tony Selley, Perry Morris, Vince Shepherd, Keith Gordon,
Sally Whittaker, Chris Humphrey, Tony Bottomley, Mark Mawditt, John
Metson, and Mark Wood for all their hard work. They all turned up at
very short notice and it is much appreciated. A further work party on
Saturday 27th Feb saw, again Mark, Brian, John, Tony and Ron plus Dan
Bell, yes Dan Bell, Charlie Willett, Mick Flaherty and John Pharro all
working their socks off. The jetty will now be rebuilt in time for the start
of the sailing season".
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Cadets
It seems like the last newsletter was a long time ago with all the things that have
been happening; The Cadets have been very busy so far this season. They have
started RIB training at Stubbers activity and when the weather is a little kinder
you will see them on Saturdays and Cadet nights out on the water when the tide
allows in front of the Clubhouse.
Our cadets have already undertaken a First Aid training course run over 2 cadet
nights by Tanif Wakefield of St Johns Ambulance. Yes those members who are
thinking I know that name. Tanif was a member some years ago when Peter
Powell was a cadet.
Our older cadets will be coaching our younger cadets this season so it might just
be possible that some more of our cadets will be taking part in the Sunday sailing.
Also get ready to watch out for our Midshipmen along with Tony & Sharon Bell.
Regards Martin, Karen, Alex and Mark

RIB Challenge 2010
Most of the arrangements for the 2010 RIB challenge were thrashed out at
meeting with the RYA that Paul, Martin, Aaron and myself attended in
December. The challenge will be run the same, with the same type of RIB’s as
last year, but the 8 to 12 age group winner’s prize will be a smaller Honwave
T40 RIB fitted with a Honda BF20 engine.
Eastern region will again run local elimination events from which the top 3 in
each age group will go through to the Regional Final. However which ever is
the local event for a club will be where all the cadets from that club will have to
go. So if someone can’t make the local event for their club, they are out.
We declined to run our local event as we are running the regional final but so
far, despite emails sent to all the local club I can identify, no one has stepped
up to the mark to run this. So it is unclear where our cadets will be competing.
But this will be resolved even if they have to go to Paxton lakes or Alton waters,
but RYA Eastern Region are talking to Stubbers Farm as a possibility.
The regional Final will be at the IYC on Saturday 17th July so please put this in
your diary to support our Cadets, perhaps lend a helping hand and watch some
stunning RIB racing. Please let Martin Dobbs or me know if you can help.
Our Cadets are now getting training from Aaron and Andrew who have so
much experience at this event and have moved into the 21st Century with video
analysis of their training. But they have a difficult task as our “qualifying” Cadets
are much younger now and they will have to compete to a high standard for
their ages to be competitive against older Cadets from other clubs. I am sure
they are going to do their very best and realistically have the chance of raising
their game to that level with their new trainers.
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Sailing Section
Cruising meeting on Sunday 14th March at 10.30 At the Island
Yacht Club. All members welcome, Motor Boats and Sail Boats.
Discuss the planned cruises for 2010.
Bring your own ideas and hear other's ideas.
Thanks
Mike

Ramsgate Week 16-21st August 2010

Own a Yacht?
Why not consider taking part in the CCS
(Combined Cruiser Series) in 2010 –
All types of yachts welcomed,
Any size, Any speed.
• 6 CCS races a year over weekends in 2010, to places
June,
like Upnor 22nd. May, Queenborough 12th
Stangate Creek 26th June, Blackwater 17th July,
Estuary Race 24th July, Harty Ferry 7th August.
• Often with social get together’s after the race at the
local clubs or restaurants.
• Do as many or few races as you desire…build up
points…you may well win a trophy or prize at the end
of the season
• Get more out of your boat, meet like minded people
and share ideas/experiences.
• Take it easy…Don’t worry about your yachts handicap,
this will be worked out for you.
• Extra Handicap allowance given for those who don’t
use spinnakers…so come on you cruisers, give the
racers a run for their money
• An evening talk on the basics of race rules, and about
CCS will be held on,
• March 18th. 2010 at IYC especially for newcomers but
all are welcome to attend.
• If you’re interested or would just like to know a bit
more please contact Mike Edwards, Sailing Secretary,
or just come along on the 18th March.
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IYC BOATING ACTIVITIES 2010
Date

HW HT CRUISER RACE

MOTOR & SAIL
CRUISE

DINGHY

START

CADET

MARCH
IYC Cruising
Meeting
CCS Rules
Presentation IYC

Sun 14
Thu 18
Sun 21
Sun 28
APRIL
Thu 1
Fri 2
Sun 4
Mon 5
Sun 11
Sun 18
Sun 25
MAY
Sat 1
Sun 2
Mon 3
Sun 16
Sat 22

15.42 5.4
12.06 5.7

Work Party
Spring Series

BST

14:59 6.00 Fitting Out Supper Fitting Out Supper Fitting Out Supper
15.41 5.9
Bank Holiday
Spring Series
16.55 5.3
Easter Series
17.33 5.0
Bank Holiday
Easter Series
11.50 5.2
Spring Series
15.48 5.6
Dinghy Race
10.45 5.4
Hot Gossip Trophy

15.14
15.52
16.29
14.55
07.59

Bank Holiday
Sunnyside Cup
Upnor Race
Ellen Rapkin Race
Sat 29 14.15 5.6
to Ramsgate
Novice Race at
Sun 30 14.54 5.6
Ramsgate
Bank Holiday

Ramsgate
Commodores
Cruise

Queenborough
Queenborough
5.6
Race & Buffet
Cruise
5.7 Greene King Race
5.3
Nore Race
5.4
Boatacs Race
Stangate Cruise
5.5

Sat 3
Sun 4
Sat 10
Sun 11
Sat 17
Sun 18

17.33
18.14
12.04
12.55
17.34
18.26

5.2
5.1
5.4
5.6
5.7
5.5

Bank Holiday Series 14.00
Bank Holiday Series 14.30

Whitbread Race
Nore Race (BYC)

TBA
TBA

Halcon Trophy

13.00

East Coast Piers
Weekend
LT Grafix Trophy

17.30

Summer Series

12.00

Summer Series

17.30

Summer Series

12.15

Fun Day
Ladies Race
Blackwater Race Blackwater Cruise
Interclub Cruiser
Challenge

5.7
5.5

Bank Holiday

France
Belgium
Holland
Summer Cruise
Ray Day

16.00

Dinghy Race

11.00

Forward hands
Brinkman Trophy

16.00
11.15

Ray Day

Chatham Cruise
Historic Dockyard
Trip
Bank Holiday Series 15.00
Chatham Cruise Bank Holiday Series 15.30

4.9
6.2
6.1

Sun 26 14.58 5.8
OCTOBER
Sun 10 14.50 6.1
Sun 24 13.57 5.8

Alpha Marine
Trophy

Work Party
Dinghy Open
Dinghy Open
Interclub Dinghy
Team Race (IYC)

10.00
TBA
TBA
TBA
14.00

Koningstein Cup
Gin & Rum

TBA
13.00

Koningstein Cup

Motor Boat Section

Commodores
Cruise

13.13
13.57
07.38
13.22
14.01

Sat 31 16.27 5.6

14.30
16.00
16.45
11.00
14.45
10.00

5.4
5.0 Harty Ferry Race
5.3
6.0
5.8
Ray Day
5.2
5.8

Bank Holiday Series 15.00
Bank Holiday Series 15.45

Sat 12
Sun 13
Sun 20
Sat 26
Sun 27
JULY

Sat 24 12.27 5.2
Sun 25 13.10 5.4

16.57
10.38
11.43
16.25
17.08
12.09
15.27

Sun 29 15.57
Mon 30 16.26
SEPTEMBER
Sun 5 10.13
Sat 11 15.16
Sun 12 15.58

Paul Metson
Race

5.7
5.5
5.3
5.7
5.2

Mon 31 15.32 5.5
JUNE

10.00
11.00

Sun 1
Sat 7
Sun 8
Sat 14
Sun 15
Sun 22
Sat 28

Maidstone
Maidstone
Summer Cruise
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I hope everyone had a nice Christmas since our last newsletter. By the time
you read this newsletter we would have had our first motor boat meeting of
2010. So that planning for the season can be put into place.
So all of those members wishing to take part in our events please watch the
notice board for meetings and events.
(Motor boat meetings are normally held at 10.30hrs on Sunday mornings.)
As well as our cruises this season we are planning a boat handling contest for
skipper and crew. This will be open to all IYC motor boats and their crew
So please come along to our meeting and have some say in things you would
like your motor boat committee to organise for you to take part in.
May I wish you all a safe and happy cruising season for 2010 on behalf of
your motor boat committee and myself.

RYA RIB

Best regards Martin Dobbs.
Canvey
Supply
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Down on the waterfront…
It was almost Christmas. In the compound a car drew up ... only those that
have passed on would have seen the driver lift from the boot a wicker tray covered
in a tea towel. From it, an aroma drifted in a faint spiral leaving a trace of succulent
sweet mincemeat steeped in brandy. The bearer of good things was bemused. The
hut was empty. The yard deserted. All was quiet. It seemed as if only the spirits
floated where once they’d trod... Real men had flown. The pies, full of Christmas
cheer, were packed away. They went home; leaving the panorama of the hut,
compound and moorings to her ghosts.
It was the day after New Year. I was myself, perchance, sailing off towards
Kent – round a buoy or two. In the distance flying in from the horizon ... a snow
goose was seen - it looked. She was far away dipping and dancing over the Rolling
Ground. Soon after, the ‘goose’ had materialised. The distinctive cut of two
triangular sails taught and spread before a quartering breeze, leaned her hull visibly.
It was not strong, but certainly brisk.
I chuckled. “The hull looks familiar.” Sure enough, looking through the
glasses, the bulky form of one of our boats materialised. She’d a distinctive yellow
stripe along her hull. The boats form was picked out against the darker line of the
distant pier... “Ah,” I said, “they’ve been sailing to the other side... Good on them!”
knowing the craft as a regular sailor amongst our flock.
Lo! Belay those thoughts: the following day I met the owner in the yard - I
was on my way out for a sail actually. It was bitterly cold, but sunny. “Well done,”
I said ... greeting him with a cheerful grin. He looked glum though. “What’s up...?”
I gently asked.
“B-s won’t let us have it ... club was shut ... no one to sign ... took a picture ...
I’m furious ... wife’s climbing the bulkhead...”
I was shocked, flabbergasted, insulted even. “What about your log book,” I
added quickly, thinking, “surely...?”
But, a few days later, our intrepid skipper did it again. He took his mate that
time, and not the burley hunks of the first passage ... “Good on you all!” I shouted,
when I heard.
A few days after meeting our furious skipper, I grabbed another opportunity for a
sail. Around my home patch it hadn’t even been frosty – cold, yes. Driving through
the Island the land got whiter and whiter. Reaching the compound I found it had a
15 millimetre covering of snow upon it – a local shower ... the boat too. It had to be
swept first.
I crept out of the creek wafted along by a gentle breeze, bliss. The sun came
out too, lightening the winter colours over the marshes. The hills of the Downs
beyond blushed in patches of golden glow. I’d seen nobody. Nobody else was out
on the water. “The compound gang...? Must be hibernating...” I thought, reaching
for my mug of coffee.
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Since then it has been dismal, like the month before and most of the
previous... “Ah, the seasons, sometimes fickle, sometimes, they just kick you in the
nuts!”
The waterfront drifted slowly back to life after the cold mucky weather we
experienced before and after the distant festive season. Out in the creek, Lily was
seen, but a little less ... “Number 1 hasn’t put in an appearance for some months”
was a comment oft heard...
During an animated discussion with another member, Number One hadn’t
flinched when the remark was repeated to him. He was marching round the jetty, a
piece of timber sat upon his and another’s shoulders – both muttering about all
those other members who seemed to think that the club's existence was owed to
them. Ah well!
On that particular day, two of the men, hard at work – trying to keep warm –
were talking about the gentle breeze. It was something not often experienced during
the first months of the year. One made a comment about the tide, “Gorgeous yes,
we should all be going out...” The tide was making. Like exposed parts of their
bodies, the sky was blue. And boy, it looked more than enticing too.
“I gave up my time...” one of the crowd said. He was bombarded by similar
cries.
“I d- well wish I was out there...” another cracked.
“Surprised you’re not,” the weekend gaffer said quickly, adding, “More than
enough here...”
“Not the point”
“We love it,” a few chorused.
The gaffer said, “You should come first...”
“Nah!” everyone chirped gladly.
They’re a friendly bunch – I can vouch for that.

Water Rat

IYC Boats for sale As Listed on the IYC Web site.
BROOM FLYBRIDGE CRUISER
SEAGLASS
QUEENSLANDER
TRAPPER 300
FAIREY FISHERMAN
MACWESTER ROWAN
McGREGOR
VIVACITY

GRP
GRP
ASP
FLYING FOX
JENNY F
MOUNTAIN ASH
EMILY
GRP
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35
24
33
26
26
22
26
20

£53,950
£8,500ono
£4,000
£7,500ono
£13,000
P.O.A
£10,500
OFFERS

Treasurer’s Report
Well, we are heading for the New Financial Year and, as predicted, 2008/9 was a
good year for the Club Financially. You should all have had the Final Account for
that year and can see that we were in a good position in spite of the then
forthcoming recession. Because of this good position, we have been able to carry
out one or two projects, particularly the refurbishment of the toilets that really were
in a poor condition.
Unfortunately, this year is not as good as last. Much of this is because people are
“Tightening their belts” during the recession and the bad winter weather has kept
people away from the Club, but we should have some money available to invest in
further projects within the Club. Those that I am aware of at the moment are the
repairs to the floating pontoon and the decoration of the main bar.
Finally, those of you that were at the AGM will know that this is my third year as
Treasurer of the Club and that I intend to retire from the position in November. I
have found the position very interesting and I have learned much about the way
that the Club is run. I have enjoyed my tenure but I feel that a Treasurer’s post
should be for three years to allow new people with new ideas to come forward. In
the circumstances, the post will become vacant in November.
The position comes with its own computer and training for however long is
necessary. Should anyone be interested in the post, they should contact me and I
can give them details of what is involved.
Ken Bills
Treasurer.
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